
The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chainnan Martin,

July 21, 2008
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We are writing to request that you take immediate action to prevent the imminent suspension of internet
smrices for the Navajo Nation; scheduled to occur as early as Tuesday, July 22,2008. Such a scenario would·
jeopardize the safety and security of the Navajo people by effectively shutting down the Nation's entire public
safety network and crippling the ability of police and emergency response units to do their jobs. This dire
situation has the potential to endanger the lives of every man, woman, and child of the Navajo Nation and
requires your urgent intervention.

These unacceptable circumstances stem from the fact that the Universal Service Administration Company
(USAC) is withholding E·rate reimbursement funding from OnSat Network Communications. Inc, the company
providing internet services to the Na 0 Nation. As a result, the company has been unable to pay its broadband
service provider, SES Ame:.ricom. now threatening to terminate satellite transmission by noon, Tuesday,
July 22,2008, if they do not receive payment for services rendered. While the Nation's public safety network is
not part of the E~rate program, should SES follow through 011 its threat, the entire communications network,
including the public safety network, will no longer be functional.

We are deeply troubled by this situation, and request that you take immediate action iriorder to avoid the
termination of satellite transmissions for the Navajo Nation. Every community in America, including the
Native P.merican Nations, has the an response network to ensure the safety of its
residents. ·The potential eonsequenc of allowing tion pUblic safety network to shut down are
simply too high. We ask that you respond to our request in a manner that reflect" the urgency of this dangerous
situation.

Sincerely,

lL~~
Congressional Candidate

a~
Dr. Peterson Zah
Former President of the Navajo Nation
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